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Spring is the crown and glory of East-
ern Kentucky.  Each year, I am amazed 
wa tch ing 
the things 
that ap-
p e a r e d 
dead come 
to li fe 
again.  I 
wait for 
the cro-
c u s e s 
p e a k i n g 
t h r o u g h 
the snow 
and dead 
leaves, and the bright yellow of the 
forsythia bushes against the blue sky.  
Surely Monet would have been inspired 
by the hillsides painted with the pink of 
redbuds and white of the dogwoods.   

But the part I have come to appreciate 
most about spring is the visual re-
minder of  Easter.  It is the story of the 
gospel proclaimed in purples, pinks, 
new greens and white.  The message of 
Christ is sung out in daffodils and trilli-
ums.  Jesus’ death must have been like 
winter to so many people-cold, dark, 
lonely and without hope.  The end.  
And then comes Easter morning, when 
light returns.  The whole earth sings 
out, “He is alive!”   

So many people experience winter-the 

physical winter of changing seasons, 
but also winters of the spirit.  Over the 

years, our town has experi-
enced a long season of 
winter-discouragement, the 
shutting down of the school 
and businesses, the wide-
spread use of drugs, van-
dalism and 
unemp loy-
ment.  These 
have brought 
on fear and 
sometimes      

h o p e l e s s -
ness.  

 This is when the mes-
sage of Easter is so 
needed.  Jesus came to 
give life to the full, and 
restore life to those 
things that were dead. 
Our ongoing prayer for our town and 
the people around us is for life to the 
full.  A restoration of life.  New starts.  
Rebirth.  We are able to see this in 
many places.  There is the group of 
dancing retirees, the Swinging Sensa-
tions, who have found encouragement, 
camaraderie, increased health, and new 
dreams.  Narcotics Anonymous offers 
fresh, drug-free starts to many lives in 
need of a second chance.  Our after-
school program, Break Away, provides 

the opportunity for positive, consis-
tent adult support, as well as a chance 
to learn and grow.   

If I sit in the woods and wait to watch 

the spring flowers emerge, I am not 
going to see much.  But if I return 
each week, after a time, I will begin 
to see the greens appear, the ferns 
unfold, and the trout lilies begin to 
show buds.  And if I return again, I 
will see the flowers beginning to 
bloom.  In another week, new flowers 

will be pushing their way up, 
and so it continues.   

The wait for spring  parallels 
watching for change in our 
own lives.  We all want change 
immediately, and this is not the 
way it usually comes.  The 
Maytown Center has been in 
existence for 5 1/2 years.  If we 
look at this week, it is difficult 
to notice any change happen-
ing, but when we look back 
over the last 5 ½ years, there 
has been much growth.  
 Change comes slowly, 

but spring always follows winter, and 
Easter is just around the corner. 
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When I was asked to be a mentor 
for the BreakAway program, I un-
derstood that I would be helping a 
child with reading one afternoon 
per week. It seemed 
something positive to 
do with some free 
time I had after my 
retirement, so I 
agreed. Soon I real-
ized being a mentor 
is much more than 
merely reading. It is 
also much more than 
playing games, shar-
ing in a character 
building lesson pre-
sented each week, 
doing projects and 
having fun with the 
children who partici-
pate. Most of all, 
being a mentor is developing a                      
relationship of friendship and trust 

with a child. 

The investment of spending one 
hour each week with a child pays 

many dividends. 
What could be 
more rewarding 
than seeing a 
child’s progress, 
not only in read-
ing and comple-
tion of projects, 
but also in devel-
oping an increased 
sense of self-
confidence and 
self-esteem? A 
smile or a hug 
from the child I 
mentor makes me 
realize that my life 
has been enriched 

by this experience and the time 
invested has been well spent. 

                                                         

Debbie, a lifetime resident of Maytown, 
is a second year volunteer in the   
BreakAway Mentoring Program. She 
and her student, Tabitha Waddell a fifth 
grader at May Valley Elementary, are 
in their second year together as mentor 
and student. They meet each week for 
an hour of one-on-one relationship 
building through reading, projects, 
games and conversation. Debbie is ac-
tive in her church, Maytown Baptist 
Church and in the community as well as 
being a member of the Swinging Sensa-
tions dance team. We are lucky to have 
Debbie as a volunteer.  

Tabitha is a member of Team Perform-
ance, the girls dance team at the      
Maytown Center. 

· Progressive Fitness—a full work out gym 

· Boy & Girl Scouts 

· Narcotics Anonymous 

· Homemakers Club 

· Library 

· Playground, walking track, picnic shelter 

· Volleyball/Ultimate Frisbee/ Biking 

An Investment of Time 
By Debbie Hagans�
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Volunteer, Pray, & or Give Financially 
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EXPENSES  

Management        2,359                                                        
Salaries         9,916                                                       
Repairs, insurances,                       
food, supplies, etc.      15,839                                                       
Utilities          5,931                                                       
Phones          1,466 

Total Expenses:       $35,511�
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Thank you to all who have helped us through 
your support.  We especially want to thank God 

for His amazing provision year after year! 

INCOME  

Donations  17,308 
Grants  1,000 
Facility Use 11,851 
Tenants Rent 3,541 
Rebates  377 

 
Total Income: $34,076 
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We are looking forward to a new 
partnership with CrossRoads Min-
istries (out of Louisville).  Cross-
Roads organizes mission trips for 
groups during the summer, and 
throughout the year.   They are com-
mitted to working with local organi-
zations in each area they serve.  
They will be housed at the Maytown 
Center, and will help with 8 weeks 
of summer day camps.  They are 
also partnering with the local area 
organization LINKS, which pro-
vides low interest homes and repairs 
to needy families. They hope to 
build 11 homes in 8 weeks!        
Welcome CrossRoads Missions! 
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7th-12th Grade:                                  
6/4   Express Yourself (arts, photo)     
7/23 Skateboarding                          
5th-8th Grade:                                     
5/28  Outdoor Adv. (hike & bike)      
6/25  Wood Working                          
7/16  Mixed Bag                                   
2nd-4th Grade:                                         
6/11  Outdoor Fun (hike, discover)       
7/2    Work It Out                                         
7/30  Mixed Bag                                        

Call us if you are interested in help-
ing in any way. 

  

 For more details, visit:             

maytowncenter.org 
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While young and old participated 
in "Puttin' on the Glitz" at the May-
town Community Center in De-
cember, the huge turnout added to 
the example 
of what a 
community 
should aspire 
to become; a 
place where 
everyone has 
an opportu-
nity to con-
tribute. Giv-
ing to others 
is a gift to 
yourself, 
whether you 
do that by doing something for 
someone or some group, or you 
give away a piece of yourself 
through a dance, a song, a story, or 
some other means of self-
expression. As a regular Wednes-
day visitor to the Maytown Center, 
where I practice mid-week stress 
relief and express myself through 
song, I was informed of the De-
cember fundraiser in August last 
year when the Swinging Sensations 
were getting ready to prepare for 
their annual show. Having reaped 
the rewards of volunteering for a 
worthy cause on many occasions, I 
leaped at the opportunity to per-
form in a Broadway-like show for 
the sake of promoting health. Be-
sides getting an hour of exercise 
every Wednesday for a few 
months, and a dose of humility 
from a group of spirited ladies 
much older than myself who could 
dance rings around me, I gained the 
experience of learning to perform 
with a group and how much prepa-
ration it takes to put on a show. The 
greatest gift, however, was the 
pleasure of watching the exchanges 
which took place on performance 
night. The show was dedicated to 

the memory of one of the Sensations 
who passed on, and two more of these 
ladies who had to drop out due to 
health. Of those dancing that night, 

four had survived 
cancer and sev-
eral others en-
dured other loses, 
yet their spirits lit 
up the room as 
family members 
clapped, ate, fel-
lowshipped, and 
celebrated life 
with their loved 
ones. Other com-
munity members 
simply watched, 

feeling the energy of the moment, as 
they were a part of this celebration 
where everyone gave something, even 
if it was only a smile and applause or 
the enjoyment of the fine meal which 
was included with the price of admis-
sion. When the night was over and the 
audience left with full stomachs and 
smiling faces, it occurred to me this 
was more than a community or charity 
event. I had been part of a celebration 
of life, where those still living showed 
gratitude for who they had and appre-
ciation for those they lost, sharing it 
with anyone else in their community 
who wanted a piece of it.  

For information on Progressive Fitness,   
call Charlotte Soder @ 285-0700 
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We believe that all people are uniquely created and gifted by God and have responsibility and choice 
in how to use talents and resources.    Our mission  is to promote living life fully by helping people set 
and pursue goals, developing talents and offering positive opportunities to share gifts and talents.   
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